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Events

Bicentennial Celebration —
200 Years of Iron Making in Coatesville

Rebecca Lukens Award

We kick off our Bicentennial year 2010 with the Fourth Annual
Rebecca Lukens Award Ceremony. This year we honor Gladys
Flamer, who has lived and worked in the area for her entire 103
years, and is well-known for her involvement in the local
community. The Award Ceremony will take place on March 18"
at 5 pm in the Lukens National Historic District and will
include refreshments and a champagne toast at the presentation
of the Award.

For more information see page 3.
The Rebecca Lukens Award

has been established to honor
individuals who exhibit the
qualities of Rebecca Lukens.

Resilience
Loyalty
Caring

Practicality
Insightfulness
Tenacity
Resourcefulness
Patience

Rebecca Lukens
Bicentennial Commemoration

This year marks the 200" Anniversary of Iron and Steel
production in Coatesville. We will be celebrating this
remarkable achievement with a series of events starting in June,

all of which are open to the public and many of which are free.

For more information see page 3.
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Property

Phase Two Brandywine Mansion
Restoration to Begin

Phase One of the reconstruction of Brandywine Mansion has
been completed. With the removal of the Lukens Store, the size
and design of original house can more easily be appreciated.

We’ve replaced the
temporary fencing
in front of the
house with a more
attractive
permanent fence.
This, along with
the grading and
grass planting,
provides a more
pleasant view from
First Avenue.

continued on page 3

Lukens — The Early Years History

Isaac Pennock was the grandson of Joseph Pennock, who
built Primitive Hall in 1738. Isaac sold his farm on Newark
road in southern Chester County to buy the Federal
Slitting Mill in the area now known as Rokeby. There he
produced items such as barrel hoops wagon wheels and
nails.

Isaac bought property in what is now
Coatesville from Moses Coates in 1810. The
date on the deed was July 2, the date we use
to denote the beginning of iron and steel
making in Coatesville.

The property included a sawmill, which
Pennock converted to a small iron works
called the Brandywine Iron Works and Nail
Factory.

Isaac Pennock

Isaac’s daughter Rebecca married Dr. Charles Lukens in 1813

continued on page 3

2010
Lead Sponsors Be a part of the Graystone Society!
The s o : . .
HustonFoundation It’s easy — go to www.lukensnhd.org and click on the Donate, Join or Sponsorship tabs
Coatesville or call today 610-384-9282.

SavingsBank We can’t do it without you!

The Graystone Society is a 501(c)3 corporation registered with the Pennsylvania Bureau of Charitable Organizations.
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Volunteer Day 2009 T & f’iﬁ

Our collections are the key to research, and the =
proper storage and inventory of the collections [
is very important. The goal of our first ever
Volunteer Day held in November was to begin
the process of archiving records from the
Lukens Company Store. The process involved
removal of the contents from the dirty boxes
that had held the materials, documenting
everything, and storing properly in archival
boxes. State Representative Tim Hennessey
attended the event and demonstrated his
impressive skills at box folding.

At the end of the day we had filled about 100
boxes. These materials are now safely stored ,
ready for next round, which will mean
finishing the boxing and documentation of the
remaining Lukens Store records, and building
shelves for storage.

Thanks to everyone who came out to help,

we’re looking forward to our next volunteer ; 3 \

day in May of 2010.

A few words with . ..

John A. Forese

John Forese who is a life-long resident of Coatesville, has a long
history with the Lukens Co-operative Store, which until recently
was attached to Brandywine Mansion. John was born and raised
in a house on South First Avenue just two blocks away, and in
fact in 1981 he became the Manager and Board Member of the
store, where he remained until it closed in 1992.

John has been involved in business life in Coatesville for many
years, and is currently Chairman of the Board and CEO of
Coatesville Savings Bank. He has also long been involved in the
community, serving on government and non-profit entities such
as the City of Coatesville Authority, the City Reserve Trust Fund
Commission, and as President of the PA Association for the
Blind.

Even with his busy schedule, John has still found time to work
with the Graystone Society, and is now a Board Member of both
the Graystone Property Committee and Brandywine Mansion
Properties. His knowledge and experience are a great asset to
Graystone, and in a way his involvement has brought him full
circle in regard to Brandywine Mansion and the Lukens Store.

John noted “I was there when the demolition crew pulled the
wall of the Co-op Store away from the original building. In all
the years I lived and worked here I had never seen the north side
of the original building. I can tell you it was a very strange
feeling. However I believe this is a positive step in the
revitalization of not just the Historic District but the entire City.”

John Graves and Greg Davis
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Continued Support for Our Mission

Here at the Graystone Society we wish to express our gratitude to
everyone in the community who have continued to support us.
2009 was a challenging year economically for nearly everyone, and
as with most other non-profits our receipts were disappointing last
year. However our Membership has remained strong, which will
prove to be more important for our long-term success.

We did receive grants from the Pennsylvania Historical and
Museum Commission in 2009, but the State budget is likely to
remain tight for the foreseeable future, limiting the amount of
support we can expect from that source.

We also enjoy the continued support of our sponsors in 2009. Our
thanks go out to the Stewart Huston Charitable Trust, the Huston
Foundation, and Ranier and Company for their continued
assistance. Special thanks also to Trisha St. George for her interest
and support in the upkeep and continuing operation of Graystone

Mansion. 2008 2009
Membership 204 177
Membership Receipts $13,969 $7,910
Annual Appeal Receipts $5,391 $6,057
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President’s Message !

An Exciting 200" Anniversary

Looking back at the year just past, we have
many achievements of which to be proud. Our
various programs continue to evolve and
expand. We were pleased with the continuing
success of the Rebecca Lukens Award, and
look forward to celebrating with this year’s
recipient.

Our 20009 lecture series featured interesting
speakers presenting on diverse topics, and Scott G. Huston
we’ve already put together a lineup of fascinating speakers for
2010. These programs help us tell the story of iron and steel
production in Coatesville, as do the large artifacts in our
collections. We are actively pursuing more such artifacts, which
highlight some of the products made here.

We’re also excited about the restoration of Brandywine Mansion,
and we’re working toward the creative adaptive reuse of Graystone
Mansion, a building with promise and possibilities for the right
user, and to the creation of the National Iron and Steel Heritage
Museum.

This will be an exciting year in the Historic District. 2010 marks
the 200" Anniversary of iron and steel production in Coatesville.
There will be a great deal of celebrating this remarkable milestone,
I look forward to everyone participating.

What is truly important is our commitment to the community of
Coatesville. Our aim is to expand our educational programs and
outreach, especially toward children, and to make Coatesville a
better place to live and work. This is a worthwhile and appropriate

th

goal, particularly in this 200" Anniversary year.

Your Donation is Tax Deductible
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