
TERRACINA FOYER

This painting of Yosemite belonged to Stewart Huston – the
last direct descendent of Rebecca to live here. Mr. Huston
was anxious that this painting remain in Coatesville and
specifically willed it to stay with the house.

You will pass through a hallway on your way to the parlor.
Pause in the hallway to note two things: the entry on the side
of the house is through a bay that was added about 1875. It
was designed to accommodate a garden entrance on the first
floor and a bathroom on the second floor. In modern times,
the first-floor bay was converted to a powder room. Here,
too, paint was removed from the windows, woodwork, and
the Victorian hardware.

If you look up, you can see the full sweep of this great flight
of steps that runs to the third floor. This also had been
painted. During the restoration the paint was painstakingly
removed and the walnut balusters were taken out, carefully
cleaned and reinstalled. The pictures you see to your right
are Isabella Huston and her husband Dr. Charles Huston in
their later years.

This grand foyer of Terracina served as both
entrance and reception hall. The floor here
seems to catch everyone's eye. It is parquet, a
form of decoration, which became fashionable
in the late Victorian period. It is a change from
the original that the Hustons made when they
lived here. The original floor was random
ordinary pine, as in the other rooms. This floor,
made of alternating strips of 1/4-inch thick oak
and walnut, was laid on top of the pine. A light
sanding restored the parquet to its original
appearance.

The front doors, along with many other fittings
in the house had been painted white. The
Graystone Society restored the doors and chair
rail to their original walnut appearance.

The chandelier is a gas fixture of the late 1870s acquired by the Graystone Society. The large pictures on
either side are of Isaac Pennock and his wife, Martha Webb Pennock.

The painting at the rear of the hall is a typical 19th-century American landscape. It was done by Thomas
Hill, a British-born artist who became famous for paintings of mountain scenery of the Sierra Nevada and
particularly at Yosemite National Park.

The clock dates to about 1900. It was willed to the Graystone Society by the late Mrs. Willard Fohl, who
acquired it from her father, Dr. Artemis Carmichael – a prominent Coatesville physician and former
mayor. It was refinished and the mechanism returned to working order.



TERRACINA GROUNDS

As we walk around the perimeter of the house, let me call your attention to the out-buildings
which are part of this historic complex. These include the original barn site, a tenant house, a
root cellar, and the outhouse. Also on this side of the house at the rear of this property is a giant
sycamore with seven branches which have become trunks. And toward the front of the house is
a magnificent linden tree.

Notice the bay which was added to the house about 1875. It is different in architecture. It is a
Renaissance Revival style which blended well with the Country Gothic.




